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Robert D. Adams, Ed.D., MPH, RT(R)(T), CMD has 
been awarded a one million dollar grant from the 

National Cancer Institute (NCI). Dr. Adams is Assistant 
Professor, UNC Department of Radiation Oncology and 
Director, UNC Radiation Therapy and Medical Dosimetry 
Education Programs.

The purpose of this NCI funded R25 grant 
(1R25CA134307-01A1), The Design, Implementation, 
and Evaluation of Computer Based Medical Dosimetry 
Clinical Education Learning Modules utilizing the PlanUNC 
Medical Dosimetry Software Planning System, is to 
translate components of didactic medical dosimetry 
educational training for both radiation therapists and 
medical dosimetrists into a computer-based clinically 
based modular format. This multi-disciplinary project 
utilizes the expertise of doctoral level educators, 
psychometricians, medical physicists, computer 
scientists, and radiation oncology physicians coupled 
with certified medical dosimetrists (CMD) and radiation 
therapists RT(T). The grant helps better familiarize 
medical dosimetry and radiation therapy students and 
practitioners with the medical dosimetry software tools 
used in clinical practice for radiation therapy treatment 
planning. These modules include designed case studies, 
assessment and evaluation tools, and links to external 
resources for further topic study. This grant proposes 
for the first time a computer-based module version of 
medical dosimetry clinical training, that has the potential 

to become a model for medical dosimetry clinical 
education training both nationally and internationally. 

Both the American Association of Medical Dosimetrists 
(AAMD) and the American Association of Radiologic 
Technologists (ASRT) wrote letters of support for this grant. 
Additionally, four radiation therapy programs wrote letters 
of support for this grant: Howard University, California 
State Long Beach University, The Medical College of 
Georgia, and Virginia Commonwealth University. 

Once developed the computer based training modules will 
be offered to its communities of interest free of charge. 
Potential users include radiation therapy students and 
programs, medical dosimetry students and programs, 
radiation therapy practitioners, and medical dosimetry 
practitioners. Eventually, the user base will expand.

Dr. Adams, who also received the 2009 AAMD Award of 
Excellence, started receiving the grant funding September 
15, 2009. It is believed that this is the monetarily largest 
National Institutes of Health or National Cancer Center 
Federal Research Grant ever awarded to a radiation 
therapist (T) or medical dosimetrist (CMD) who is the 
primary investigator.

Congratulations, Dr. Adams!
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